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Australian

Campbell is a young percussionizt from Metboume who specialises in Drumlines and Marching
Percussion. In his-aary vears. Campbell studied drom kit and pescissin with David Hicks and Jude
Hallem in Melbouene befare fafime in love with the world of Marching Percossion in his High School
Marching Band. Hewas saon performing with grovps including the AYE Southern Stzrs Drumiine and the
Beijing Olympic Grchestra in 2008 as lead snare for Ausiralia.

s 2010, Campbeal! established the D*Drumfine - a professional perfermance and education ensemble
designed to give local percussionists and students the opportunity to axpeniance the world of Marching
Percussian.

Campbell's performance highlights incleda: 2815 European tour with the Blug Devifs Internatonal:
2015 Cricset Warld Cap: 2012 AL Grand Finalwith The Tempar Trap: 201 L/1 2 New Years Bie Calebrations
at Federation Square; 2008 Baijing Olympic Orchesira; 2011 fustrafian Utimate Drummers weskend
pesfarming with Keith Urban at Bod Laver Arana: plus countless athers.

He 15 also an in demand clinician and ecucator. Camphell has presented workshops and master
classes at schoals across the country including the Australian Percussion Academy and the Victosia
Crllage of the Arts. Camphell is and Evans and Promark ariist and teaches locally in Melboume or
worldwide via Skype. He is 2lsa a Founding Director of the Drumling Association of Australiz. | recendy
had the npportunity to catch up with Cambell and chat about his international performance tourwith the
Blua Devils Drumling (ane of tha warlds bestill]

| wes excited to hear about your recent trip as
performer with the Infernationally scclaimed Bhae
Devils Druen Corp. Can you please fell us about
how you were chosen and about thedr prectice
routing and tour?

Yegh, that was a pretty amazing axperienca! Literaily
g dream come tue! 1t came abouwt tha way many
graat gigs do - | suditioned! The Blue Devils put
out a request for wideo auditions specifically for this
international tour and | figured | may &s well give it
a shat. | didn't really t=dl anyane | would be dolng
50 becausa it seamad like such a long shat. The onby
people whe knew in advance wes John, one of the
guys from D2 who was also auditioning and wha
I did some preparatory practice with, as well as a
friend froem Neaw Zealand who wes giving it a shat. |
didn't even tell rmy girlfriend becawse it just sesmed
so crazy! | honestly couldn't believe it when Scojo
[Scatt Johnson - BD Percussion Instructor) sant me
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an amall offering me the spat.

It all =till s=ems rether surreal. | grew up
watching and idolising the EBlue Devils Drumiine.
Marmnally the aga cut for the group is 21 as the DCI
i= & wouth activity, so | thought | had already mizsed
roy chance. This towr was a litte diffarent, however,
&s they were not competing and weare simply putting
together axhibition performancas. | guess the stars
just aligned for me!

The tour schedule was pretty insane. We had
threa "All Days" in Concard Celifomia first All days
gre rehearsals that start at 10:00am and finish
around 10:30prm. We weuld have & short break
for lunch and dinner and the odd water break here
and there, but other then that we ware literally
rehzarsing 12hrs a day These rehearsals were
outside, on an airport termac in the middle of the
Californian summar. It was pretty intenza. We then
flew to Frankfurt and jumped on & 7 or so hour bus
ride fo Leauwardan in the Methedands. We arrived
argund 11:00pm, unloaded and setup all the gear
and finizhed wp around 1am. The next day we were
up early agein ready for cur first of 3 All Days in
Leeiwwarden.




The 3rd All Day in the Metherlands was the craziest.
W rehearsed pretly solidly from 10:00am till about
4:00pm, then went out to play a promational e
in the Town Cantre to get pecple fired up for our
showes. We were back at our sccommodation by
5:15pm for a quick dinner, then rehearsed again
urtil E:00pm, at which point we all jumped back
on the bus to head out for our first official gig of the
tour. We got home arcund 9:15pm, then crammed
in one more hour of rehearsal ta finksh off the day.
That was & tough one,

Aftar this we started fo relax off a litthe - just
a little. We had about § more all days in the next
3 wesls. We had leamt the bulk of the shaw and
hed started the fravelling and performing phasa of
the tour so it was logistically very hard to practice
rawch more. | am sura they would have kept running
all deys if they could! Despite hawing a little more
free time, there was sfill a heck of a lot of prachice
to be dons, and the steff who wers looking after
the whole show never stopped pushing ws. Abouwt 4
days bafore our wery final show in Basel Switzerland
by which point we hed alveady played the whole
shows roughly 25 times), the staff wea still calling
rehagrsals to make minor adjustments, polish the
last litle ticks out and genarally make the show as
good 85 humanly possible. Personally, | was aften
gtill up super aarly - often after a big dawnight
sightzeeing - fo try and push myself and abaways
increase the standard of my playing.

Draspite this hectic rahearsal schadule, the tour
itself was an absolute blast. Playing with such an
amazing group of musicians every day of the weak
was 3 frue privilega - doing this while travelling
through the Metherlands, France, the UK, lialy,
Germany, and Switzerdand though? | couldn't ask for
amything more.

Tha Final waek of the tour in Basal, Switzerland
pesforming 14 shows st the Basal Tattoo, was
particulady amazing. The city is built sither side of
the Rhine and is fruly baawtiful and the vanue we
were performing in wes stunning. £ was a purpose
built arena that is put together in the forecourt of a
Barrachks for the Tattoo, then all packed up again &t
the and.

Az part of the amazing Swizs hoapitality, the built
us a “cast bar” - a wery cool place to go and chill and
hang ouf with people from all owver the world after
each shaw. We normally finkshed the shows around
lam so it wes not tnocommon for us to hang out

with the cest until 6 or Tam aach maming - 1 think
iy personal best was getting back to the Hotel at
10:30am after hanging out with a good friend who
had made the trip up from Germany. We would then
nak a few howrs slesp before floating dewn the Rhein
or walking to Gesmany or Franca during the day
before daing it all again.

Of coursa, | must mention our it collabaration
with the Top Secret Drem Corps fram Switzerland.
They are a big part of the reasen | got into Drum
Corps style drumming (before my Drumline days!,
g0 It was a total blast fo be able ta play with them.
| note there k= a Mational Drumline Camp coming

up Can you please tell me about this as well a5 your
special international Guast?

The Mational Drumline Camp is a great ewent the
Drumline Associetion of Austrelia runs asch year
in conjunction with the D°Drumline. The event i= a
thres-day residential camp designed for drurmers
and parcussionists of all ages and shill levels. Our

aim s to aither introduce new students to the
world of Manching Parcusslon or help thess with
enperience take thair playing and teeching to the
naxt leval. In the past we have been incradible huchy
to haost both Scedt Johnson (Blue Devils Percussion
Insfructor) and Ralph Mader (Blue Devils, BYOS).

This year we are incredibly excited fo be
welcaoming BNl Bachman. Bill is a world famous
clinician and author with a brilliant resume in the
wiarld of Drumfines. In his esrly days he marched
with the Cadeis and the University of Morth Taxas
bafare going on to instruct at Cadets, SCV, Carclina
Crowwn and many others. He is also a greduate of
tha Barkley Scheal of Music and the technigue
columnist for Moderm Drummear magezine. ‘We
are very lucky to be having somsone with bills
axperience join us in 20015,

All the details about the camp are avallable at
hrttpoSwrarwnationabdrumlinecamp.com
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